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Editorial

THE OLD AND THE NEW

(More on the Smaller Congregation)
Elsewhere in this issue (page seven) there are two items
of interest and note. The one reports that although
churches in the United States showed a slight numerical
increase, this increase was substantially less than the
population growth. The other item reports that the
numerical impact of Christianity upon the world falls far
short of the world's population growth.
Now, statistics can be used to prove almost anything. It
is possible to come to opposite conclusions from the same
data. But statistics do represent people—a child or a man or
a woman. Although Christ did not die for statistics, He did
come to save the individuals they represent. The New
Testament was statistics conscious—the 120 in the upper
room; the 3000 on Pentecost; the 5000 men referred to in
chapter four of Acts.
In view of these current trends and biblical concerns it is
hardly in order to despise numerical growth. Surely one of
the legitimate concerns—indeed the biblical demands—of
the church is to make disciples of those who are not now
disciples. This means numerical growth and is one of the
measures of a faithful church.
But when we have said all this the fact remains that by
any reasonable criteria the Brethren in Christ has and has
had a very high percentage of small congregations. (One
evangelical church used a membership of 150 as the mark
of a small congregation. On that basis all but fifteen of our
175 congregations are small. If one takes the membership of
100 all but thirty-one are small.) What is the future of these
160 or 144 or 131 (if one used 75 members) congregations?

Honest Evaluation
It is both natural and biblical to look for numerical
growth. It is- a logical course of a healthy and faithful
congregation. If there is none, why is this the case? This
should be reason for a congregation to search its own soul.
Are there outside conditions which militate against
growth? Is the community a transient one? Is there a
declining population? Are there strong ethnic or class
structures within the community? Is the community
heavily churched? Are there strong loyalties to existing
churches? All of these have a bearing on church growth.
Or are there conditions within the congregation which
hinder outreach and growth? What is the image of the
church in the community? Is it a family church? Is the
church dominated by an individual? Is the church more
concerned with tradition than ministry? Is there a spirit of
dissension? Is there • an atmosphere of Phariseeism in the
group? Is the message poorly balanced?
All of these questions need to be faced honestly and
responsibly. Response must be made forthrightly. In no
case will it be easy. If conditions within the group are the
cause, repentance and change are called for. Repentance is
always difficult and we are usually adverse to change. But
this is the road to renewal and is especially relevant as it
relates to the small congregation.
Beginning Where We Are
Let us assume that a congregation opens itself to the
probings of the Spirit and listens to the counsel of its Head.
What is the potential of this small group-at present no
doubt tired and frustrated; or satisfied and apathetic?
It helps if we have a clear understanding of the church.
Where Christ is there is the church and He did not insist on
large numbers for His presence. The essence of the church is
not a building nor a program nor an organization. It is
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people committed to Christ, bound to one another; and
Christ in their midst.
They meet together—the time and place and frequency is
not of the essence—to study the Word and to hear it, to
share needs, to pray together, to counsel, and to seek.
Testimonies are given, sacraments observed, visions enlarged, fellowship deepened fseekers loved and new converts
nurtured. From this gathered fellowship go members into
their vocations and communities and homes to share and to
care; to witness and to love.
If we accept the teachings of the New Testament we can
assume that within this gathered group there will be gifts
for the welfare of the fellowship. Obviously not all can be
done in this group that may be done in a larger fellowship.
But it could well be possible that the real meaning of the
church can be as fully realized in a setting such as this as in
a much larger congregation.
The role of the pastor-teacher may well be different in
such a setting. Much that he has traditionally done will be
performed by members of the group. Indeed the pastoral
teaching roles may be performed by members of the group
and a visiting minister-teacher-prophet who—in the tradition of the Apostle Paul—would visit periodically to
augment the local gifts.
This is no disparagement of growth. One could well
expect the small fellowship to grow with corresponding
adaptations. This is an effort to see the possibilities and
indeed the virtues of the small group and the need to
discover the true essence of the church and the ministry.
The Old-The New
The smaller group as a valid expression of the church has
historical roots. The pages in the New Testament suggest
the existence of groups meeting in homes. During the
intervening years the renewal of the church has often been
spearheaded by the smaller gathered fellowship—the Anabaptists who met in the home of Felix Mantz in Zurich; the
devotional gathering of German Pietists; the prayer meetings of the Moravians (Aldersgate); the Wesleyan Class
Meetings say something about the value and need of a small
and sharing fellowship.
Nor is this foreign to Brethren in Christ. The very origin
of the denomination was marked by the small group
meeting in homes of the brethren. And the gathering of the
brethren who lived near the Susquehanna River is thought
by many to be the source of the traditional name of the
denomination.
One of the movements of our time is the rediscovery of
the smaller group. This is seen most dramatically in the
Roman Catholic Church where there has been a radical
break with structured worship. But there is evidence
elsewhere especially among the young.
Obviously a significant element of this new movement is
the rediscovery of the need to relate to each other in their
relating to God. Indeed they are discovering the meaning of
Matthew 18—a scripture long known by our fathers,
forgotten by their children, but rediscovered by their
grandchildren. I sense that we are seeing in our time the
beginning of a change within the Church of Jesus Christ
which will compare to the great changes which took place
during the Reformation.
This is not an effort to discourage growth nor reflect
critically on the large congregation. Indeed with some
imagination the large congregation can realize the value of
intimate and related groups. It is an effort to encourage the
smaller congregation to look critically at itself and realize
the potential which is inherent in it. In fact it just could be
that it is just in these small congregations that the future
pattern and indeed future of the church lies.

Can God Be
Trusted?
Dr. Lloyd H. Knox
The famous J. B. Phillips wrote a book entitled, Your
God Is Too Small. Perhaps it needs a sequel entitled, Your
God Is Too Mean. There are current caricatures of God
infecting Evangelicalism. I choose my words carefully.
Some recurring emphases are, in my judgment, nothing
short of blasphemy. There is a new flare-up of the idea that
to include the prayer of dependence, "If it be Thy will,"
when asking for healing, undermines faith, cuts its nerve,
provides it a crutch.
Is this really true? Wherever this view is pushed, very
soon a condemning-censorious' spirit inserts itself into the
life of the church, adding a sense of guilt to the illness of
those who remain unhealed. Is this Christian?
It sounds so utterly plausible to say that God wants
everyone to be whole. Indeed, there is a truth in this; but it
is not all of the truth. It is equally true to say that whether
we are saints or sinners we live in a world in which the virus
of evil is abroad and in which no saint is promised
foolproof protection against his environment.
The issue is our view of God. Is our view sufficiently
Christian? Can God be trusted? There should be no
question in any Christian's mind that God has all the power
necessary to do what He wants to do. But God has also
accepted a less than perfect world for the drama of His
purposes, which are morally and spiritually redemptivelooking toward a future redemption of the entire environment.
I recall reading in my youth the story of Madame
Guyon, that wonderful Catholic saint whose story is a
classic even for Protestants. She describes in detail how God
knocked one prop after another away from her life so that
she would learn the central lesson that "salvation is trust."
The impact of this concept has never forsaken me.
Increasingly I have felt confident in the love, the tender
care, and concern of my heavenly Father. I cannot believe
that He intends anything but good for me. But neither can I
presume to tell Him what that good is. Nor can I assume a
self-righteous arrogance which condemns my brother who,
living in the same confidence, does not experience physical
healing.
True, God intends nothing but good for us, but what is
good for us embraces both time and eternity. But in time
we live within an environment created both by God and
rebellious man. God does not prevent our entrance into the
world with unequal sets of chromosomes. He does not
always interfere in the consequences of our environment.
Christ, the holiest of all, suffered and died. Paul, the
greatest of all apostles, was not relieved from a thorn in the
flesh. Both exemplified completely their unswerving confi-

dence in the Heavenly Father. The Christian who demands
that God heal the physical is, I fear, praying the prayer of
the first Adam, which in essence was, "Not Thy will, 0
God, but mine be done." The first Adam put his own
interests first. Our model is to be found in another garden
and with the Second Adam who prayed, "Father, not my
will but Thine be done."
Perhaps the unkind things that happen to us in life may
be a test of our real confidence in the goodwill of the
Heavenly Father. As a Christian I must, both from the
point of view of the biblical record and from that of
experience, conclude that healing is both miracle and
mystery. Gladly I accept both aspects of His dealing with
His children.
Someday we all must die, but in the meantime I can
expect Him to make me whole in the sense of I Thessalonians 5:23, 24: "May the God of peace make you holy
through and through. May you be kept in soul and mind
and body in spotless integrity until the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. He who calls you is utterly faithful and he will
finish what he has set out to do" (Phillips). And as His child
I can ask for healing of any physical or mental disorder in
complete trust that He does what is good and best. Hence, I
trust Him for miracle but can be content with mystery.

Tempting Jesus
Luke 4:1-10
W. Edward Rickman

and

There was a day when the Spirit brought Jesus into the
wilderness surrounding my heart, and there I allowed Him
to tarry for many days, all the time longing to come to me
and fellowship with me.
Finally, I said to Him, "If You really are the Son of
God, take these desires of my heart and turn them into gold
forme."
But then He said, "All of this that you desire will bring
you only momentary satisfaction, but unless you desire and
eat of the spiritual bread of life you will die."
So I took Jesus around my town and showed Him all of
the beautiful improvements, and all of the future plans for
the area, and the church, and told Him of my tremendous
interests in all of these things. As He beheld all of the
kingdoms of my little world I said, "If You will just give me
a place of status and honor in these activities and in this
community, I will honor You by giving You credit in my
contacts."
But then He said, "You have uttered a serious statement;
you have it all backwards. The scripture says that the Lord
God should receive the first and only status and honor and
service."
Then I took Him down to my house and to the church
and hung His picture on the wall and placed His book on
the mantle and said, "If You will just do something
spectacular as a sign to me, I will believe—after all, what
harm can be done to Your image by performing a miracle?
God will protect your image."
And Jesus said to me, "Your words are as a knife that
cuts the heart of God, for you ask me to do the spectacular
as a sign, when I want to do a miracle in your heart."
And then I departed for a while to consider these
things—and Jesus, weary of waiting in the wilderness
surrounding my heart, DEPARTED .. .

Reprinted from Light and Life, March 9, 1971. Used by
permission.

The writer is pastor of the Abilene congregation. Prior to his
accepting the Abilene pastorate he was on the faculty of Vennard
College.

Dr. Knox is the publisher for the Free Methodist
active in inter-church
publishing.
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Above left: Miss Matsuura helping with children at Brooklyn V.S. Unit.

Thoughts of an MCC Trainee
Noriko Matsuura
Five years ago I heard about the
work of Mennonite Central Committee
in Vietnam. I was interested in it so I
applied for an MCC position in Vietnam
when I finished at the university. During
an interview, it was suggested that I
come to America as an MCC trainee
because there was no suitable place for
me in Vietnam. Since I was eager to
work with children, I decided to come
to America. I am a member of the
Omotonmachi Brethren in Christ
Church, Yamaguchi, Japan.
I live with four VSers in Brooklyn,
N. Y., where many blacks and Italians
live. We work with children, attempting
to give them constructive activities instead of their running in the streets. I
help with a day care program and girls
Miss Matsuura is a member of the Brethren
in Christ Church in Japan.

Men's
Fellowship
Has
Dual
Project
March 25, 1971

Above: Noriko in her Japanese costume.

cooking and sewing classes. I also assist
with household duties. Since my English
is poor, I have difficulty teaching children. I was discouraged because I felt I
was of no use here. But I thought
through the MCC trainee program again.
The pamphlet says that the trainee
program attempts to do the following:

learning something from them and they
from me. This way we learn more about
each other's country. I think it is
important to understand and trust each
other.
Before I came to America I learned
about it by reading and meeting those
who had been to America. I lived with
an American family in Japan. It was not
so hard to adjust. I have been here
about four months and have found that
there are exaggerations about America
-good and bad—which are not necessarily true. I have also found that
Americans have certain stereotypes
about Japanese.

Then I found that the purpose of my
being here is not only for working, but
also for my learning and understanding
of people in America. So if I only live
with Americans, it means that I am

When a bridge is built, it is necessary
for many people to help build it. Since I
have learned these things, I want to be a
faithful bridgebuilder between America
and Japan.

-promote goodwill and understanding between the people of North America and other
countries,
-enable the trainee to observe life in the
Mennonite communities here, to become
mutually acquainted and to strengthen ties
within the brotherhood,
—give the trainee an opportunity to observe
the occupation in which he is interested and
to increase practical knowledge in this field.

1967-68 Support of establishing an
Encouraged by five successful projects completed and moved by new inner city work in Brooklyn
1968-69 Electric generators and
opportunities and needs the Brethren in
house for x-ray equipment Phumula
Christ Men's Fellowship has taken on
Hospital (Rhodesia)
two projects for their 1970-1971 year:
Sending Twelve Pastors to the
1969-70 Purchase of Pastor's Plots
"Kennedy Clinic" on Evangelism
(India)
Building a Church in Japan and
Strengthening the Church Building Loan
Evangelism Clinic
Fund.
Dr. James Kennedy, pastor of the
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, Fort
Since 1965 the BCMF has supported
Lauderdale, Florida, has developed a
the following projects:
lay-visitation evangelism program with
1965-66 Radio Equipment for
remarkable success. He has organized a
Zambia
clinic where pastors and laymen can
1966-67 Hospital Equipment for
Madhipura Christian Hospital (India)
to page fourteen

News of the Church
CAMP FREEDOM: A SPIRITUAL FEAST
The winter campmeeting at Camp
Freedom, St. Petersburg, Florida, Jan.
27-Feb. 7, experienced record attendance and a marked moving of the Spirit
of God.
God's blessing was evident from the
beginning and on the first Friday night
there was much seeking and many victories. Following the altar service there
was a service of healing with miraculous
answers to prayer.
On Wednesday night a poll of the
audience revealed forty-three, ministers
present and twenty-seven states and two
foreign countries represented. Thursday,
February 4, was Missions Day. Bro. and
Sr. Carl Shuey shared in the morning
service, Rev. and Mrs. Alvin Book and
Rev. Ray Brubaker in the afternoon.

On Friday there was a special
emphasis upon Divine Healing with an
anointing service. Individuals present
and, in the tradition of Acts 19:12,
cloths for those not present, were
anointed.
The camp was under the direction of
Rev. Simon Lehman, Jr. Rev. John
Rosenberry and Dr. Henry Shilling
served as evangelists and Bible teachers.
Music was supplied by the Hobe
Sound Quartet and the "Singing Brecheisens."
The morning prayer hour was well
attended, a symbol of the spirit of the
1971 campmeeting. This same spirit was
also evident as many reserved accommodation for next year's camp. In the
words of the Psalmist (Ps. 111:2) "The
works of the Lord are great."

NEW FACILITIES
Martinsburg, Pa.
On Sunday, January 31, in the presence of nearly one hundred members
and guests Bishop H. A. Ginder led in
the dedication of the Martinsburg congregation's new parsonage.
Sharing in the dedicatory service
were the present pastor, Rev. Robert
Keller; a former pastor, Rev. Howard
Feather; trustee Herbert Miller; Samuel
Stern; and Merle Ebersole. Music was
furnished by Mr. and Mrs. Mark
Slagenweit, Mrs. Merle Ebersole, Mrs.
Donald Stern, and Herbert Miller.
An open house followed the dedication service.
Chino, Calif.
Pictured at the left is a view of Tissot
Hall, Christian Education-Fellowship
facility for the Chino congregation. This
hall includes a kitchen, two dining
rooms, stage, and classrooms. It will
provide facilities for the Sunday school,
youth activities, and community ministries.
The name "Tissot Hall" is in honor
of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Tissot who
served the congregation in numerous
capacities for forty years. Both were
present for the dedication. However, on
February 11, Mr. Tissot passed away.
(See obituary, page fifteen.)
More than 200 persons were present
for the dedication which was in charge
of Bishop A. M. Climenhaga. Following
the dedication a supper was served to
the guests.

MESSIAH COLLEGE
Oratorio Society Seeks Patrons
The Oratorio Society of Grantham
has announced patron membership for
the 1971 spring season.
"The Elijah" by Mendelssohn will be
sung in the Forum with full orchestra
accompaniment on Sunday, April 18
(3:00 p.m.)
Patrons will receive a listing in the
program plus two
complimentary
tickets. Persons and firms interested in
the program are invited to contact the
Oratorio c/o Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.
Persons interested in tickets may
purchase these from Messiah College,
phone 766-2511, Ext 227 or 228. The
price of tickets is $2.00.
Choral Society
The 40-voice Choral Society of Messiah College begins on March 7 a twomonth schedule of 18 appearances
which will take them to churches and
schools in Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania.
The unaccompanied choir is conducted by Ronald L. Miller, assistant professor of music at the college.
Soloists are Misses Becky Miller of
Massillon, Ohio, and Dorcas Crone of
Dover, Pa.
Traditional choral selections will be
sung, as well as modern folk hymns and
spirituals.
Faculty Members Publish
Dr. Ronald J. Sider, professor at the
Philadelphia campus has completed
articles to appear in Tides and Historia
and the Journal of Theological Studies.
Also Quaker Life plans to reprint a
guest editorial which appeared in Evangelical Visitor. ("Dare We Be Evangelical?") Dr. Sider also has articles to
appear: in the Mennonite Quarterly
Review (on Karlstadt); and, in the Institute of Mennonite Studies, Dr. Sider is
to prepare a translation volume on
Karlstadt.
Dr. Ronald R. Sider of the music
department reports that two anthems
from the Messiah College Chapel series
were in the top 10 sellers of the music
distributed by Stone Chapel Press, Hanover, Pa. These two anthems were
"Take Thou Our Minds" by Ronald
Sider and "Lu-Li-Lu-La" by J. Bert
Carlson. These original anthems came
out late last year when the emphasis was
on seasonal music; wide use of the
anthems is expected in 1971.
Noted Scientist on Campus
Harold G. Cassidy, a Yale University
scientist, spoke on "The Operations of
Constraint and Variety in Science" at
Messiah College on March 9 at 8:00
p.m. in the Alumni Auditorium.
Cassidy was born in Havana, Cuba;
he received his B.A. and M.A. degrees
to page fourteen
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Religious News

Observant Jews Less Prone
To Heart Seizures, Study Finds
Observant Orthodox Jews who pray
daily in the synagogue are less prone to
heart attacks than less observant, or
"secular" Jews, according to a report
released by the Israel Ischemic Heart
Disease Project. The survey also found
that persons who smoke more than 20
cigarettes a day are exactly twice as
likely to have heart attacks than as
non-smokers.
Hope For Ending
Vatican-Kremlin Feud
A spark may have been struck to
destroy the half century of antagonism
between the Roman Catholic Church
and the Kremlin.
It occurred with the first official visit
of an emissary of the Vatican to the
Soviet Union.
Archbishop Agostino Casaroli, the
Vatican's undersecretary of state for
public affairs, met for four days with
the leaders of the government and of
the Russian Orthodox Church to seek
accord.
49% of Jews Say U.S. Should
Risk War to Assist Israel
Nearly half of the American Jews
polled in a survey by the Gallup organization believe the U.S. should risk war
to aid Israel, according to the March 1
issue of Newsweek magazine.
The poll showed that 95 per cent of
the American Jews questioned believe
the U.S. should help Israel with diplomatic support and military equipment.
Of this group, 49 per cent said that
the U.S. should pursue such a policy
even at the risk of becoming involved in
war.
David Poling Resigns Post
At Christian Herald
Dr. David Poling has resigned as
president and chief executive officer of
the Christian Herald Association, which
publishes the most widely circulated
Protestant monthly in the nation.
Nephew of the late Dr. Daniel A.
Poling, who edited the magazine for 40
years, he will continue as a consultant
to the association which also sponsors a
number of charities and missions.
Fenwick D. Loomer, treasurer, was
elected executive director.
March 25, 1971

Sees Jesus as Feminist
When you consider the status of
women during Christ's time on earth
and study certain key incidents and
teachings in the Gospels, you must
conclude that Jesus was a feminist, and
a very radical one.
That's the conclusion of Leonard
Swidler, a member of the religion department of Temple University and
editor of The Journal of Ecumenical
Studies.
The writer stressed that Christ's considerate treatment of women was definitely a social taboo, yet He refused to
obey custom.
In Judaism, Dr. Swidler said, it was
improper, and even "obscene," to teach
women the scriptures.
Religious Upsurge Seen in Sports
Religion and athletics are running
hand-in-hand as never before, with every
major sport showing the effect, according to Newsweek Feature Service.
The Fellowship of Christian Athletes
now numbers 100,000 members and
puts on half a dozen extended revivals
in as many cities every year.
An example of the current shift
toward spiritual emphasis is the practice
of the once-boistrous Chicago Cubs.
They now schedule regular prayer sessions with the benign approval of Leo
Durocher.
Newsweek says the fabled Vince
Lombardi was one of the moving forces
behind the new athletic religiosity. He
allegedly told his players they had three
responsibilities: to God, to their families
and to the Packers.
MCC (Manitoba) to Open
Probation Hostel
Delegates to the MCC (Manitoba)
annual meeting gave strong support to a
proposal to open a probation hostel in
Winnipeg.
The1 hostel, which will be located in
rented facilities, will serve up to ten
men who have been turned over to it by
the courts as a condition of their probation. One of the aims of the institution
will be to help the men not to become
habitual offenders, a circumstance
which is often encouraged by the negative experience of a prison sentence.
Not Keeping Up
During the past five years, the population of the world has increased by 343
million people. During that time Christians have reached only 23/100 of 1 per
cent with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
The most serious fact is that the church
in North America is not growing. It's
barely holding its own.
The evangelical Sunday school movement likewise finds itself in trouble.
Many people think the "liberals" are the
only Christians experiencing decline,
but evangelical Sunday schools are in
trouble as well. They lost nearly one
million people in Sunday school enrollment during the eight years between
1960 and 1968.

Extended Rest Ordered
For Billy Graham
The physicians of Dr. Billy Graham
have ordered the evangelist to take an
extended period of rest.
All of Dr. Graham's preaching engagements have already been cancelled
through April 15. The only engagement
he kept was at Cleveland, Ohio on
March 14 to accept an award from the
National Conference of Christians and
Jews.
Splintering Effect Seen
In Church Union
Do denominational mergers of recent
years really represent growing American
Protestant solidarity?
Quite the opposite, according to the
Rev. Gordon Melton, research director
of the Institute for the Study of American Religion.
In a special study reported by Copley
News Service, the researcher has shown
that each union has produced splinter
groups that are helping to build a "silent
majority" or ruggedly individualistic,
isolated religious bodies.
There are at least 800 small religious
bodies in this country, according to
Melton, and the number is growing.
He estimates that about half the 120
million people judged to belong to
religious organizations are members of
the smaller sects.
Church Membership—Up In U.S.
Membership in churches of the
United States is holding its own, but
only barely.
An annual tally shows that membership of 230 U.S. church bodies rose
35,348 to an all-time record of
128,505,084, according to the 1971
edition of the Yearbook of American
Churches which reflects largely 1969
statistics.
The document, issued by the National Council of Churches, showed that
the rise did not keep pace with the
population rise of 1.1 per cent. The gain
in church membership represented an
increase of only .03 per cent. The
previous year's gain was 1.6 per cent.
Church attendance reflected a static
situation also. It dropped a single percentage point, from 43 per cent to 42
per cent. This figure represents the
number of adults who said they had
attended church the Sunday before being polled. All-time highs for church
attendance according to this formula
was 49 per cent in 1955 and 1958.
Survey: Divorce Rate Soared in '60s
The rate of divorce in the U.S. rose
sharply during the decade of the 1960s,
according to the Census Bureau. The
report stated also that divorced men
remarry faster than women.
Interviews with 50,000 couples revealed that there were 47 divorced
persons for every 1,000 married couples
last year. It was a 34 per cent increase
over 1960 when there were 35 divorced
persons for each 1,000 married couples.
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A class at work in a Rhodesian school.
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The first Brethren in Christ primary
school in Rhodesia (then Southern Rhodesia) was opened at Matopo Mission on
October 11, 1898, as soon as feasible
after the founding of the Mission in the
same year. Miss H. Frances Davidson
writes about it in her book, South and
South Central Africa (Chapter Six):
The first morning of school twelve
bright-looking boys and girls entered
the tent and sat down on the floor,
curious to know what school was like.
It was a momentous time. It was the
beginning of a work the result of which
human eye could not foresee. How the
teacher who had often stood before a
far larger and more inspiring-looking

school in a civilized land, trembled as
she
stood
there before
those
twelve . . . ! She knew that those bright
eyes were reading her thoughts, and
realized that she came so far short of
the "measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ." The special burden
of the prayer that morning was that, as
these dear souls learned to read the
Word, the Light might enter their
hearts and they yield themselves to
God.

From that time until the end of the
1970 school year with its 97 government-approved lower and upper primary
schools, missionary and national Christian leaders have been largely responsi-

Another classroom scene. T w o classes are at w o r k - one is using their benches as desks. While one
class recites the other does true seat w o r k .

ble for the management of the schools
in our area.
A turn in the road has come. A
peaceful, orderly change. Only time will
prove whether the change is to be
deplored or celebrated. It is a significant
change, of importance for the understanding of our program abroad.
"1970 will be remembered as the
year of the transfer of authority for
primary schools," writes George Bundy,
Education Secretary, in his annual report.
For some years "Teachers' salaries
have been paid entirely by the government," continues the Education Secretary. "However, the government decided to pay in 1971 only 95% of these
salaries in order to use the additional 5%
in the secondary school system. For the
Brethren in Christ this meant we would
need to find R$13,000 (US$18,200).
The alternative was to turn the schools
over to other responsible authorities"—
local councils or school boards, in our
case.
Most missionary societies felt that
they could not raise the 5% and proceeded to turn their schools over to the
government. We have released 94
schools, keeping only those located on
the mission stations. The Brethren in
Christ African School Managers of 1970
will continue in 1971, only now they
are directly responsible to the government.
The high schools and teacher training
school will remain under the church.
The government requires that a Bible
lesson be taught every school day. Besides that, the government offers opportunity for one-hour-a-week release time
Bible classes. "Here is a challenge for
the church," writes George Bundy.
"Pray with us as we endeavor to take
advantage of these opportunities. The
field is wide open and in much need of
plowing and cultivating."
The status of schools in Zambia
remains as before.
Evangelical Visitor

Joel Ncube Ordained
Ethel Bundy

Bishop Kumalo presents ordination vows to
Joel and Rebecca (Sibanda) Ncube.

"TululeV uMoya Wakho, Jesu"
(Jesus, pour in thy Spirit) was the
spontaneous song from the people
gathering in the Wanezi Church for the
ordination of Brother Joel Ncube. The
folding organ followed, challenging to a
Christian walk: "Trust and Obey," "My
Faith Looks Up to Thee," "Where He
Leads Me I Will Follow," and "Simply
Trusting." The service, in which each
overseer had a part, was directed by
Bishop Kumalo.
When God called Jeremiah and commissioned him to prophesy to the nations, he said, "I formed thee . . . I
knew thee . . . I sanctified thee . . . I
ordained thee . . . I am with thee . . .
and I have put my words in thy
mouth." Using this Scripture as a basis,
Brother Luke Keefer assured Brother
Ncube that God knew him, sanctified
him, ordained him, and would be with
him. When Jeremiah saw his people he
cried out as recorded in Jer. 9:1: "Oh
that my head were waters, and mine
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might
weep day and night for the slain of the
daughter of my people!" This is the life
of a minister.

A Legacy

of Prayer

January is a special month for our
brother. He was both baptized and
married in January. The 24th, his ordination day, was also his birthday.
Joel Ncube was born near Sibona and
attended .school at Sibona, Cyrene, and
Mzinyathi. He accepted the Lord when
he was 14, during a revival at Sibona.
Blind evangelist Mdinwa Khumalo in
speaking of his own experience quoted
another as saying to him, "Mdinwa, stop
what you are doing! Stop what you are
doing!" Young Joel could not get away
from the emphatic words, and so he
turned to the Lord.
As a painter in Bulawayo in 1956, he
had a heavy burden on his heart. He
could not be happy in his work. It was
this burden which caused him to enter
Bible School at Wanezi. After completing his course, he served in 1961 and '62
as evangelist and also pastored Mapane
in '62. The next year he was back at the
Bible School as an instructor. Then
followed three more years of evangelistic work. Though still in his early
thirties, there was no shrinking from declaring the message loud and clear, as he
went from church to church. From
1967 to 1970 Ncube served as a salesman at the Matopo Book Centre.
When Umfundisi Kumalo was chosen
as Bishop, Ncube was sent to Matopo as
overseer for the unexpired term. The
Regional Conference then chose Ncube
as overseer for the Wanezi District.
Rev. and Mrs. Joel Ncube and their
three children are now living at Wanezi
Mission.

Requests

Two days before enplaning for India, Mrs. Harvey Sider sent "Prayer requests we've
been explaining and using in prayer services. "Let this list serve as a continuing reminder.
1. Pray for a rich man who professed faith in Christ several
years ago. His love has grown cold.
2. Maeno, the converted "witch," has had a strong
influence in her community. Pray that she might remain
- a fervent witness.
3. Thank God for Pitau, the converted priest. Pray that he
may continue a strong witness in his village.
4. Praise God for continued growth in the tribal Church.
Pray that the converts may remain zealous for the Lord.
5. Mary Jane Shoalts has returned to Canada because of
family responsibilities. She is greatly needed in India.
Pray that God's will and glory may be worked out in
this situation.
6. Pray for Rev. S.N. Rai in his new task in charge of the
literature work in N. Bihar—that the Lord will give him
physical and spiritual strength for an enlarging ministry.
7. Thirty girls are enrolled in the Banmankhi Homemakers
Course. Instruction in Bible, literacy, health, sewing,
etc., is most important for development of strong
Christian homes. Pray that a desire to learn and a spirit
of cooperation may prevail during these months of
intensive study.
8. Benjamin has the vision and passion to move into an
March 25, 1971

unevangelized area north of Banmankhi. Pray that this
vision may be accomplished—and a new ingathering of
souls.
9. Communism, restrictions on missionaries, and new
government regulations appear to be aimed at a less
effective ministry. Pray that the sovereign God will
work out His purpose in these very things.
10. Houses of worship are to be built at Singhia, Seswa,
Buhulia, and Moonsibari. We praise God for these new
areas. Pray that these, newer Christians may grow in
grace and that these and other churches may increase in
grace and numbers.
ll.Yohan Marandi, housefather at Barjora, suddenly left
the school. There is a real need for a satisfactory
replacement to care for the spiritual development of
about 50 boys.
(Page Editor's note: Why not put these prayer requests where you
will be reminded often? Perhaps some of them will by their very
nature have had a partial answer before you read this. Thanks be
unto our God Who has said, "Before they call, I will answer"! But
He still says, "Call upon Me . . ." Certain of these requests carry a
special urgency. "The night cometh" for multitudes.
We hope to hear more about these matters.

JPB + MDUAC = YHK*

Calling
All
Moms
Are you weary of Johnny and Mary
hounding you for money for the JPB
project? Maybe they have not explained
our need clearly. It's all about a kitchen
which has been deteriorating ever since
we've been Youngways Hostel.
Not only have we been cramped for
kitchen space in catering for 20 to 30
MKs, but general decay also seems to
have set in. The walls developed cracks
through which light was visible until
Pete plugged them shut from the out-

Dads
side. You've heard of the white ant
menace? Well, they had worked so hard
in the cupboards that the bottom shelf
was bowed so badly it was useless.
Convinced? Now we'll clue you in on
what the committee has in mind:
1. Push out a wall of dilapidated
closets and replace with a hatchway-serving area.
*See page fourteen.

HOUSE PARENTS NEEDED
House Parents are needed for
MCC (Sask.) sponsored Group
Home for Boys in Saskatoon,
Sask., for five boys ages 11 t o 16
years on or about July 1, 1971.
Application forms are available
at 717 Bedford Road, Saskatoon,
Sask.
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2. Lower
the
ceiling
(thereby
strengthening the present one).
3. Replaster the walls.
4. Lay a new floor.
5. Build new cupboards and rearrange equipment for maximum
efficiency.

Uncles
Two things have thrust us into the
project right now.
First, the JPB's collection of $600 at
Roxbury, so that we could get started;
and then about 6 weeks ago Levi Nissly,
visiting his family in Africa, offered to
take on the job. What more could one
ask—a retired contractor offering his
skill? God's provision for sure! Ray
Shelly, doing his VS service, is also
diligently putting his mark on the
project.

Aunts
Progress to date: Wall has been demolished and the hatchway is built; old
plaster is chipped off and replastering
finished; new joists and ceiling are up;
and conduits are in for new switches
and outlets.
We are fast using up the $600. May
we kindly urge y o u . . . to help the
Juniors meet their $2000 goal? [A hint
to the Juniors: Some of your fond
relatives who aren't paying for all your
clCthing, food, and other bills might be
more vulnerable—look it up in the dictionary—than your parents! Page Ed.]

Cousins
Coping with these renovations means
dirt carried or blown through the house.
We are catering for our family of 30
plus in cramped quarters next door but
managing satisfactorily. After all, they
say that tomorrow's world will be
crowded so better get used to it.
Think of us when you enjoy the
comforts of your own kitchens and then
add a little extra—or, better still, help
create a job so the Juniors can earn a
little more to speed their project toward
the goal.
Thanks heaps! We know we can
count on you.
AuntieMim Stern
(by order of The Committee)

Mission Memos
Stolen Truck Recovered—After more
than a week of searching the Nahumba
Mission's 7V2-ton truck, laden with asbestos roofing and a new Honda motorcycle, stolen off the streets of Lusaka
(Zambia), was found abandoned minus
the roofing and the motorcycle. We are
thankful to God to have it back.
Back to New Delhi-After serving for
several years with the Far East Broadcasting Corporation in Bangalore, the
Allen Buckwalters have now been transferred to the FEBC office in New Delhi,
the capital city of India.
On the Move—The Executive Secretary of the Board for Missions, J.
Wilmer Heisey, has completed visits to
our Missions in Japan and India, contacts in the Philippines, and is now in
Zambia for 10 days before moving on to
Rhodesia. His visits in Africa are highlighted by contacts with his sister Mary
(Zambia), sister Ethel (Rhodesia) and
son Paul (MCC—Nigeria).
From Japan he wrote "activities are
just too varied and exciting" to get his
reports back as he would like.
Vacation for Mission—Board for
Missions Member, Mark Hess, used part
of his vacation time on an assignment to
Nicaragua to help in choosing mission
housing and headquarters. Alvin and
Thata Book joined the Kellys a few
weeks earlier and are now busily involved in building a church in Arollo.
Berts Return—Board member Eldon
Bert and wife returned to Upland March
6 after eight months of traveling, visiting and filming Brethren in Christ Missions overseas. Their son Norman and
his wife (Barbara) returned with them
via India and Japan, having finished
their Voluntary Service in Zambia.
To Care for Father—Mary Jane
Shoalts, R.N., returned from India in
February to help care for her father
who is ill. This visit was made possible
by her family and her time of return is
indefinite.
Looking This Way—Since missionary
terms in Africa are now five years
(instead of the previous six), a morethan-usual number of missionaries have
furloughs due this year. Returning this
spring will be Mary Brechbill, Dorothy
Martin, Edith Miller, Sharon Weisser,
Edna Switzer, Ellen Hoover, Glenn and
Verna Schwartz, and Glenn and Beth'
Frey.
Opportunities Waiting for V.S.—"A
good couple are a desperate urgency."
So writes Bishop Climenhaga regarding
the need for help for the Coopers at
Labish (Salem, Oregon). A large increase
in attendance of various ethnic groups
indicates great need and golden opportunities for service.
Evangelical

Visitor

Many thousands of Christians are
attending national church conventions
in major cities of North America this
spring and summer. They are born-again
believers. They have the whole Bible as
their guide. They have the right theological explanations. They are sound in the
faith. They have the real thing. But they
will more than likely leave their convention city without bringing one soul to
Christ.
There are enough saved people
gathered in these great cities to present
Jesus Christ to every lost soul in
Chicago, or Atlanta, or Toronto, or New
York City. Proof of this fact is the
realization that if something went
wrong at a Christian convention, the
whole city would hear of it.
This should disturb us greatly.
During the church conventions large
amounts of money will be raised; the
delegates will hear fine singing and
preaching, have fun, rub elbows with
great leaders and noted missionaries.
But there will probably be little sharing
of the Christian faith with the people
they meet. The hotel maids, taxi drivers
and restaurant waitresses will more than
likely not hear anything about how to
be saved, unless they come and sit in the
great auditoriums.
The Bible tells us a lot. It treats every
phase of human endeavor, and everything it has to say is of major importance. There is one subject, however,
that the Bible deals with in a major way.
It is the fact of every man's lost
condition and his need to be saved. The
salvation of man's soul is the major
theme of Scripture, and many churches
are in danger because they are minoring
in their major.
Soul-winning is not on the agenda of
most of our church and convention
meetings. We hear over every radio and
TV station and from many pulpits, and
we read in every newspaper, of the need
for relevant churches, socially conscious
churches, politically minded churches,
economically oriented churches. I am
sure we need these interests in the
church, but above and beyond everything else we need soul-winning churches.
Our first hindrance to personal soulwinning is our lack of knowledge as to
what winning souls is. It is not building
a church house and putting up a "Come
In" or a "Welcome" sign on it. It is not
inviting people to hear the pastor preach
and the choir sing. It is not taking in a
The writer is pastor of the Mount
Zion
Baptist Church, Watts, Los Angeles, California.

Reprinted from the 1969-1970 edition of
"The National Baptist Pulpit," used by permission of the Townsend Press, slightly
abridged.
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swift in running to mischief; Job, that
man's bones are full of sin; David, that
man's thoughts are vain.
I believe that modern sociological
statistics will support the Bible and
refute those who would deify man.
According to some of these statistics
murder has doubled in recent years;
rape has tripled; fathers are forsaking
families; mothers are killing daughters;
divorce windows are being opened next
door to marriage license booths. Lost
man is in a fix.
Third, we have forgotten the consequences of being lost. In this age of
Grace it is hard to describe an age of
justice. In this age of forgiveness it is
difficult to paint a picture of a world
without the sympathy of God, a world
in which one will not be able to touch
the throne of Grace. Yet this is exactly
the kind of situation the Bible says will
exist when God takes his church out of
the world.
Now God is sending his rain on the
just and the unjust. Now our sins,
though they be as scarlet, can be made
white as snow. Now whosoever will may
come; but this is not a permanent
position. The Bible says that the doors
of the church shall one day be closed,
and from then on unbelieving man must
face Jesus as judge. What chance would
that lost son, or daughter, or friend, or
loved one of yours have before Jesus the
judge? None.
Finally, we are not confronting men
with Jesus Christ because we don't
know how. The Bible helps us here, for
it has a plan for us to use. Paul-outlines
it for us in the book of Romans: All
(and this includes me) have sinned
(missed the mark) and fall short of the
glory of God (that is, Jesus). The wages
(payoff) of sin is death. God shows his
love for us in that while we were yet
sinners Christ died for us. If you confess
(announce) with your lips that Jesus is
Lord and believe (act) in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved.
If on the bus, on your job, at home
or in your church, you find a man or
woman, boy or girl, who will confess
that he has sinned and fallen short; and
if he will accept the gift of God in Jesus
Christ by announcing with his mouth
and believing in his heart that God has
raised him from the dead; then it will be
your joyful task to tell the person the
great news, that there is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ
Jesus.
Christians, we are to go into the
highways, hedges and back alleys with
this message. "Go ye, go ye, go ye!"
And if we go, Jesus has said, "Lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the
world."

Go Ye!
Edward V. Hill

disgruntled member from a sister
church.
Winning souls is the presenting of
Jesus, who is the Christ, to unsaved men
wherever they are, whenever we have
the chance, and seeing the miracle of
repentance and the birth of a new
creature. This task is to be done by the
pulpit and the pew. The pulpit is to
train the pew to do it. Some laymen
have thought that when no one accepted Christ, the pastor was losing his
power. Don't you know that shepherds
do not have sheep? Sheep have sheep.
Every saved soul is saved to help save
others. You know as well as I do that
sinners are not coming to church. They
are where the Bible said they would be,
in the highways and hedges.
Our ^econd hindrance is that we have
forgotten the true nature and condition
of mankind. We say that man for the
most part is all right. We don't see much
wrong with him. We say that all man
needs is better housing, guaranteed income, medicare, better schools; and that
with these, whatever is wrong with man
will be made right. But the Bible says
that man, even with housing, money
and power, is in a bad fix. It says that in
Adam all men fell and since Adam we
have continued to fall. It says that
Adam did not just receive a slight
bruise; he fell flat.
The right appraisal of man cannot be
gained by viewing his wealth, but by
reading God's Word. Listen to what it
says about unsaved men: Isaiah says
that man's eyes are evil; David, that
man's mouth is deceitful; James, that
man's tongue is unruly and full of
deadly poison; Paul, that man's throat is
an open sepulcher; Jeremiah, that man's
neck is stiff; Matthew, that man's ears
are dull; Solomon, that man's feet are
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"The classes are boring."
"Our teachers just read the quarterly
to us."
"As a teacher, I feel insecure!"
"I just don't know how to do it."
"Teacher training courses are useful
but somehow they don't seem to help
me teach any better."
"We talk about issues and things but
I'm not learning the Bible."
These somewhat less than inspiring
observations from the pupils and teachers of his Sunday School caused one
pastor to say, "We are trying something
a little different for teacher training this
year."
Pressed for a bit of enlargement, he
went on, "There is no doubt about it,
our teachers want to do a good-job and
compared with many other teachers,
they are doing O.K. But still we don't
see the growth we want among our
pupils. Some of the teachers have taken
various courses put out by this group or
that. While they feel these are of some
help, they don't seem to always meet
the individual classroom needs of the
teachers.
The pastor continued, "I thoroughly
agree with Dr. W. L. Howse, who
reorganized the Sunday School of the
First Baptist Church of Dallas, Texas,
who believes that teacher training is the
key to Sunday School growth. But
despite our training programs, our Sunday School just was not growing.
"But from the book I got another
idea. Several of the pastors of these
large Sunday Schools teach the lesson to
the teachers in a weekly workers meeting. One of the teachers expressed the
feeling that this is the most helpful time
in all her preparation. And Dr. Lee
Roberson of Chattanooga says, 'If the
Word of God is applied to the heart of
the teacher with fire and enthusiasm, he
in turn can become a better teacher on
Sunday morning.' From some of these
ideas we are putting together what for
us is a little different teacher training
method."
This pastor felt that the weekly
teaching of the lesson to the teachers
was not practical in their circumstances
but that some of the value of seeing
how a good teacher teaches could be
transmitted to his teachers with a similar result.
This is how they plan to conduct a
forthcoming teacher training program.
Perhaps with some adaptations your
Sunday School could profit from such a
program. A total of eighteen sessions is
planned. Each session will last about
one hour. The key to success, feels this
The writer is pastor of the Rosebank
Church, Hope, Kansas. He is also a member of
the denomination's
Commission on Sunday
School.
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pastor, is the careful selection of the
right individuals to lead the sessions.
These can come from your own church
or another evangelical church. A bit of

Have You Tried This?

Charles Norman

scouting around ought to, in most areas,
produce outstanding leaders.
During the first session the course is
introduced. It is explained that by
demonstration and instruction, highly
successful teachers will lead the group
through actual teaching type situations
and will later tell how they have prepared the lesson and the methods they
use. Note taking for the course will be
expected and some competent person
will be assigned to prepare a good
outline and summary for duplication
and distribution at the completion of
the, course. For the remainder of the
first session some carefully chosen
superintendent whose Sunday School is
a going success presents the superintendent's view of the Sunday School. He will
discuss aims, goals, what he expects
from a teacher visitation program or
whatever he feels is most beneficial.
The next sixteen sessions are in
groups of four sessions each with the
emphasis for one four-session period on
adult teaching, for another four-session
period on junior and senior high school
teaching, then a group for elementary
age and finally a group for nursery and
beginner age teaching.
The pattern for each of the groups of
four sessions is to be the same. During
the first session a well qualified, capable
and successful teacher simply teaches a
Sunday School lesson just as it is done
each Sunday. Whatever method the
teacher usually uses is presented. It is
expected that even this simple session
will be an eyeopener to many who are
not too sure just how it is done.

The second session, this same person
shares with the group just how he
prepares for the lesson—how much time
he spends, what helps he uses, sources
of help available, how he keeps from
just "reading the quarterly" to the class,
planning the opening and closing, and
all the other things that a good teacher
puts to work for himself.
The third session again finds the
same person, this time sharing some of
his goals in teaching, mistakes to be
avoided, organizing his class, how to
hold attention, how he visits and keeps
in touch with his pupils, etc. Each of
these two sessions will have question
and answer period.
The fourth session will again be a
teaching session letting the class see just
how the instructor is using what he has
spoken of and perhaps calling attention
to the methods he is using as he goes
along. It is suggested that the first
teaching lesson cover the material for
the next Sunday's Sunday School lesson.
This will give immediate, practical
help to the teachers. The next three
sessions hopefully will hone in on the
lesson to be taught on the Sunday
following these three sessions, so that
the class can follow as a master teacher
prepares the lesson with them, shares
what he hopes to accomplish and finally
teaches to them the lesson they will
teach the next Sunday.
The final or eighteenth session is
planned as a round table type of discussion with all leaders present to answer
questions and share in an interchange of
ideas that will be helpful to all.
Some obvious benefits are apparent.
By attending all the sessions, each teacher will hear eight lessons presented by
master teachers during the sixteen
weeks of the course. Although not all
on their own age level each teacher will
gain help on each of these eight lessons.
While it is hoped that each teacher
will attend all sessions, those who are
unable to do so will find that by
attending the first and last sessions, the
four sessions covering their own age
group and carefully studying the prepared summary, they will have much
specific help.
Most Sunday Schools can, with a
little effort, find excellent teachers who
will be glad to help for four sessions as
they share in the thrill of teaching for
growth.
Evangelical

Visitor
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Right On Brother!

These slogans were used to set the
pace for Youth Week at the Mountain
View Brethren in Christ Church in
Colorado Springs, Colorado.
The pastor, Rev. Keith Ulery, reports
that the youth went out as visiting
teams and handed out 1000 cards announcing their youth week activities. He
also reports a more than capacity audience at the worship service conducted

Shout faith
by the young people on youth Sunday
and 75 persons seeking God at the altar
so far as a result of the youth week
emphasis.
The youth directors at Mountain
View are Dan Lenehan, Joyce Corley
and Kevin Longenecker.
Following are testimonial reports
from four members of the Mountain
View youth group.
" 'Tune In, Turn On, Reach Out' was
our motto from January 31 to February
7. This was the week our church set
aside to especially help others find God.
You can call it a revival, because we
were certainly 'revived' to a new and
deeper love for our beautiful God.
"From the weeks spent in prayer
prior to 'RIGHT ON' and every night
we were together: visiting people, roller
skating, youth barbeque, kids singing
with guitars, praying together late into
the night in an informal circle around
the altar with only the light of the
cross—we felt Him and knew He was
there.
"We saw soldiers and I-W boys praying side by side, pouring their hearts out
to God, adults finding that God was for
them too, kids hooked on pills discovering God was a 'better pill,' Christians

/ /

giving 100% of themselves to God—not
just 99%, kids letting God fill their
empty void and walk away a new person
smiling in Christ. We witnessed over 75
people coming to the altar with burdened hearts and leaving with true peace
and joy. We truly felt the words of the

"We are planning to continue with
God with a large emphasis on REACH
OUT. Join us in sharing the great NEWS
OF CHRIST - 'I came that you might
have LIFE and have it more abundantly!' "
Esther Fretz

Live Hope

"WOW!! That's the way everyone
felt about our revival. We are high on
Jesus Christ. I feel God really did His
thing through us through our prayers. I

song sung many times during the week,
'We are one in the Spirit, We are one in
the Lord, and they'll know we are
Christians by our love, by our love!'
"But the wonderful thing is that I am
not telling you about the revival we had,
but we are having it still and it is going
RIGHT ON and ON and ON. It is
becoming a happy chain reaction of
people finding and then leading others
to JOY with HIM.
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pray that He keeps my fire burning
bright so that I can keep reaching out
because God is for real!"
Carl Ebersole
"I always knew that God was alive
and real but I never knew that He could
to page fourteen

SUMMER SERVICE is YOUTH

Below: Mountain View Church with sign
announcing Youth Week activities.

RIGHT ON
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love One Another
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Any young person between 15 and 22 years
of age w i t h a Christian testimony and a desire
to serve Christ and the Church is eligible.

SUMMER SERVICE is WORK
It might be building, or teaching, or cleaning,
or painting, or camp counseling, or helping in
a kitchen, or most anything—but it is w o r k .

SUMMER SERVICE is TRAVEL
Whether to a large city or to the wide open
spaces it is an opportunity to see new sights,
meet new people, face new experiences.

SUMMER SERVICE is FRIENDS
and fun and moments of loneliness, and
letters, and sightseeing and some disappointments and some successes and caring and
doing and being and . . .

SUMMER SERVICE is MISSION
. . . an opportunity to get involved . . . in a
cause. Areas of service will be announced
soon. They will be similar to previous years.

SUMMER SERVICE is
different things to different people but if you
enjoy excitement and challenge and if you
have a desire to serve others it may be for
you.

For a Summer Service Application
Form write to:
Director of Youth
P. O. Box 127
Nappanee, Ind. 46550
13

Men's Fellowship
from page five

come to have first hand experience in
this type of evangelism.
Twelve Brethren in Christ pastors
and evangelism leaders have recently
completed
this evangelism clinical
course through funding by the BCMF.
The budget for this project is $1500.
Japan Church Building Fund
When a nucleus of worshippers desires to build or buy a permanent
meeting place, they gather money
toward their goal. When the local congregation has gathered one/tenth of the
cost, they may request assistance from
the Brethren in Christ mission.
When the missionaries in Japan and
the Board for Missions approve a
project, usually one/half of the assistance is in the form of a grant, and
one/half is in the form of a loan to be
paid back to help build other churches.
The church in Hagi, Japan has already completely repaid its loan. The
church in Nagato is on schedule in
making their payments.
The 1971 Men's Fellowship Project
will help to build the third church in
Japan, and strengthen the loan fund for
even more places of worship in the
future.
The budget for this project is $7000.
These projects follow the conference
year and are scheduled for completion
prior to General Conference. The treasurer of the BCMF is:
Canadian:
Lewis B. Heise
Route 1
Unionville, Ontario
U.S.:
Harold C. Musser
P.O. Box 840
Ontario, Calif. 91764
Contributions for these projects
should reach the treasurers before May
31.

"Right On Brother!"
f r o m page thirteen

be as real as He is to me right now.
During our 'Right On' revival services
we had many prayers answered and
many miracles performed. Every service
that we had brought each person a little
closer to God."
Cindy Ernst
"It's hard to express how meaningful
'Right On' was to all of us at Mountain
View. I have never before in my life
Answer: Junior Prayer Band plus Moms,
Dads, Uncles, Aunts, and Cousins equal
Youngways Hostel Kitchen.
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experienced answers to prayer as we
have seen during this program. I have
seen how God can change people as He
did my friend when she accepted Christ
as her personal Savior. Through 'Right
On' I feel I have come closer to God and
He means everything to me."
Sherryl Lenehan

News from the Church
from page six

from Oberlin College, Ohio, and his
Ph.D. from Yale.
In recent years Cassidy has worked
on a program of visiting scientists to
colleges under the National Science
Foundation. He has been a Danforth
Visiting Lecturer since 1968.
Cassidy also addressed the science
faculty, a chapel convocation on "Meaning and Values in Science," an organic
chemistry class, as well as the March 9
public lecture.
Basketball Team Has Winning Season
The Messiah College basketball team
(The Falcons) with a 17-7 record under
Coach Marshall "Mike" Shaker participated in the Tournament of Christian
Colleges at Kings College, Briarcliff Manor, N.Y., where they placed third, having been eliminated by Gordon College.
The team turned down an invitation
to the NIAA tournament due to this
prior commitment. The team this year
has the best record of a basketball team
in the history of Messiah College.
Although the team is known as "The
Falcons," members of one of the student residences obtained from a company in Carlisle, Pa., a 40 foot papier
mache Indian with hand upraised (a
familiar sight in Carlisle) in an expression of student support on the campus.
The large tan figure was decorated with
papers which wished the team well on
their' trip to the Kings Invitational
Tournament.

ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
Air Hill Christ's Crusaders Week included seeing pictures from the Holy
Lands, Wednesday night, a mystery
supper and a movie "His Land" which
was open to everybody Saturday night,
Feb. 6. Sunday morning the youth had
charge of the Sunday school hour,
which included teaching the adult
classes, and the worship hour.
Cedar Springs church had five days
of spiritual enrichment with Capt. Todd
Bassett and wife of the Salvation Army
as speaker and artist. There were special
numbers by the Salvation Army musical
group.
Clarence Center conducted their annual council Jan. 28land approved a
budget of $34,750.00. With a membership of 123, many of these not wage
earners, they gave $37,033.11 in 1970.

Grantham: Members of the congregation attended services, Feb. 14, at the
Macedonia Baptist Church, Harrisburg,
Pa. A bus load accompanied by the
Youth and Adult, choirs attended with
Pastor Hostetler speaking. A ladies
Prayer Breakfast is scheduled for Saturday, April 17.
Hollowell is featuring "March to Sunday School in March," March 1-31 with
weekly features including speakers, Rev.
Lane Hostetter and Rev. Luke Keefer,
Jr.,—Layman's Sunday and Loyalty
Sunday.
New Guilford featured Trooper
Robert B. Wollyung of the Pennsylvania
State Police as the speaker and showing
a film on drug addiction the evening of
Feb. 25.
Pleasant View had as guest speakers
for the Youth week emphasis, Rev. Pete
Willms for the Jan. 31 worship service
and Capt. Charles McCaffrey, who
spoke in the Sunday evening service
Feb. 7. The Crusaders also participated
in the various services. Rev. Simon
Lehman, Jr., of Mechanicsburg, Pa., has
consented to serve as evangelist March
24-April 4.
Redland Valley had as special speakers on February 7, students from Messiah College who had spent their Christmas holidays in Mexico witnessing and
fellowshipping with the Spanish speaking peoples of that land.
Ice skating and tobogganing filled the
afternoon of February 14 when the
Crusaders and young adults shared together at Camp Hebron. Following
supper the group viewed the film
"Worlds Apart."

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
Conoy: The Men's Fellowship had as
guest speaker on the evening of Feb. 17,
the Rev. Robert Mclntire, volunteer
worker at the Harrisburg State Hospital.
Elizabethtown: On the evening of
Feb. 28 Rev. Roy Peterman shared his
experience on personal witness—direct
from the James Kennedy Clinic on Lay
Evangelism.
Manor reports an offering of
$1348.93 on Feb. 28 towards the Meat
Project overseas.
Mt. Pleasant had a full week for
Christ's Crusaders. They began with a
progressive dinner and Bible study from
the book of Daniel. Thirty-four young
people met in four different homes, led
by their president, Galen Martin. He
also led the prayer service Wednesday
evening. Two of the youth spoke on
what they expect from the church and
then two adults spoke on what they
expect from the youth. The service was
completed with testimonies and singing.
On Sunday morning Stephen Lehman
spoke on "Living is a Matter of Sharing." The young people also taught the
Sunday school classes with Dennis
Evangelical Visitor

Forry as acting superintendent. In the
evening Dr. John Paul, Jr., showed
pictures and spoke of medical missions.
Refton welcomed five into the membership, Feb. 14. A communion service
was held in the evening. On Sunday,
Dec. 27, Pastor Allison gave three children each a one dollar bill to invest in
whatever way they would choose. They
are to see how much their money can
earn till Children's Day June 13. The
congregation gives thanks to God and to
Mr. and Mrs. John McCullough, Sr., who
have donated land as the location for
the new church building.
Shenk's Union held Youth Day, Feb.
7, with Mr. Glenn Heise from Messiah
College as the speaker in the morning
service. In the evening, Mr. Bob Neff,
radio announcer for WDAC, gave the
message. Dinner and lunch were served
at the church and the youth visited the
elderly people who had been sick.

CANADIAN CONFERENCE
Boyle received nine new members
into the church on March 7.
Wainfleet reports eleven baptized
Nov. 29, 1970 and fourteen received
into church fellowship. Rev. John
Arthur Brubaker served as evangelist
from Jan. 31-Feb. 14. A missionary
conference is being held March 26-28.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE
Christian Union gave recognition to
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Stump on the
occasion of their 60th
wedding
anniversary Feb. 7. A Bible was presented to them with words of congratulation and appreciation from the congregation where they have been life-long
members.
Sr. Jennie Brechbill visited the Christian Union Church, February 21, being
brought there by her son, Franklin. She
suffered a stroke five years ago and has
been living in Canton, Ohio. In the
afternoon, an open house was held in
the fellowship room where many friends
and relatives came to say "hello."
Cincinnati reports Noriko Matsuura
from the indigenous church in Hagi,
Japan, coming to visit some of the
southern Ohio churches Feb. 18-21. A
special guest of Andy and Anita Stoner,
she was at Cincinnati, Dayton, Springfield and Fairview. Sunday morning she
dressed in her beautiful kimona, visited
the young people's class at Beulah
Chapel and then spoke in the morning
service. She is presently serving at our
New York Mission. (See page six.)
Highland reports having Rev. Sonny
Cuesta, a former drug addict, speak at
the Youth service Feb. 14. A fellowship
dinner followed. Marion Noll, representative of Gideon's International, gave
the message Feb. 21, Layman's Sunday.
March 25, 1971

MIDWEST CONFERENCE
Dallas Center conducted a church
service on television February 28 with
Rev. Melvin Boose and the church choir
featured. This was sponsored by the
station known as the Central Iowa
Church of the Air.
Abilene reports that Jared Hoover
has been chosen outstanding young
farmer of the year and Sheridan Brandt
as Abilene High School's exchange student to Grants, New Mexico, for a
period of two weeks.
Mountain View reports an outstanding week of evangelism conducted by
Don Falke. Statistics for the week of
Feb. 7 were: 132 in Sunday school and
159 in worship service. Altogether it
was a time for souls seeking God. (See
page thirteen.)

PACIFIC CONFERENCE
Upland had a baptismal service for
eight the evening of January 24 and on
January 31 thirteen were received into
church fellowship. On the evening of
February 18 Mrs. Edith Kern was receiving congratulations for outstanding
service to youth and the community as
a teacher of Grade 5 at the Sycamore
School. She was presented an Honorary
Life Award. The congregation was host
to a choir of 20 Navajo girls from our
Navajo Mission in New Mexico for the
week of Feb. 27 to March 7.
Waukena congregation honored Rev.
and Mrs. Arthur Grove and daughter,
Shirley, with a going away dinner and
gifts. Rev. Grove gave his farewell message, December 13. Taking over duties
of pastor, January 3, is Kenneth Gardner. His wife, Lillian and children,
Douglas, 5 and Melody, 4, are from
Garden City, Kansas. He is presently
enrolled as a seminary student at Pacific
College.

BIRTHS
Dawes: Ava Christine, born Dec. 27
to Mr. and Mrs. Keith Dawes, Waukena
congregation, California.
Dressier: Ty Daniel, born Jan. 31 to
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Dressier, Redland
Valley congregation, Pa.
Eggensch wilier: Jill Christa, born
Feb. 16 to Mr. and Mrs. Donald Eggenschwiller, Phoneton congregation, Ohio.
Glick: Kevin Anthony, born Jan. 13
to Mr. and Mrs. Gary D. Glick, Manor
congregation, Pa.
Stephens: Christopher Wayne, born
Feb. 6 to Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Stephens, Beulah Chapel congregation,
Ky.

WEDDINGS
Martin-Lesher: Elizabeth, daughter
of Mrs. Edith M. Lesher and the late

Robert Lesher, Greencastle, and David,
son of Rev. and Mrs. William Martin,
Searights, Pa., Feb. 20, in the Five
Forks Church with Rev. James W. Esh
and Rev. William Martin, father of the
groom, officiating.
Mumma-Brosey: Barbara, daughter
of Fannie Brosey and the late John
Brosey, Lawn, Pa., and Paul, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Paul R. Mumma, Mt. Joy, Pa.,
Feb. 28,. in the Shenk's Union Church
with Rev. Arthur Brubaker officiating.

OBITUARIES
Norris: Amber Greenison Norris was
born Dec. 30, 1892, and passed away
Feb. 14, 1971 in Springfield, Ohio. She
and Harry L. Norris were united in
marriage Nov. 15, 1919. Two sons,
William L. and Lee were born to this
union. Lee predeceased his mother in
1957 and the husband in 1963. Surviving are: William of New Carlisle, four
grandchildren and three sisters. She was
a member of the Phoneton congregation. Funeral services were held from
the Trostel-Chapman Funeral Home,
New Carlisle, Ohio with Pastor Elam
Dohner officiating. Interment was in
Glen Haven Memorial Park.
Snook: Fred Snook, Mt. Joy, Pa.,
was born April 1, 1881, and passed
away Feb. 16, 1971. He is survived by
his wife, Kathryn, and five children.
Funeral services were held at the Gerald
R. Sheetz Funeral Home with the Rev.
Kohler of the United Methodist Church
officiating. Interment was in the Cross
Roads Cemetery, Mt. Joy, Pa.
Tissot: Arthur Ernest Tissot was
born at Mirage, Neb., in 1889 and
passed away Feb. 11, 1971. In 1912 he
was united in marriage to Lucy Williams. To them were born five daughters: Mrs. Adela Byer, Mrs. Constance
Heer, Mrs. Pearl Ashley, Mrs. Evelyn
Warner and Mrs. Pauline Longanecker.
His wife, fourteen grandchildren, and
eighteen great-grandchildren also survive. Also three sisters. Brother Tissot
was a faithful member of the Chino
congregation serving as deacon for 28
years and treasurer for 30 years. The
new fellowship hall of the Chino church
was named Tissot Hall in honor of this
devoted couple for their dedication and
service to the church and the work of
the Lord.
Services were held from the Chino
Church with Pastor Charles Rickel presiding. Interment was in the Pomona
Cemetery.
Wiley: Valaria Klaiber Wiley was
born .Sept. 18, 1899, in Kentucky and
departed this life Feb. 6, 1971 near
Phoneton, Ohio. Her husband, William;
three sons; and three daughters survive.
Pre-funeral service was held from the
Phoneton Church with Rev. Elam
Dohner in charge with further service at
the Enterprise Baptist Church, Ironton,
Ohio. Burial in Buckeye Cemetery with
Rev. Jerry Bruce officiating.
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The Contemporary Scene
Labors Revisited
It is generally known that Norman and Eunice Wingert, after nearly twenty years of relief
work under the Mennonite Central Committee, have retired from active duty in that
Christian relief agency. It is also common know/edge that Norman embarked on a
round-the-world writing mission immediately after the retirement date which was May 20,
1970. But that Eunice has just concluded a six-weeks revisit to Japan, Hong Kong,
Taiwan and Hawaii may still be a bit of unexpected news. The Wingerts write:
"We did not go as tourists; we went, rather, as
surveyors; we wanted to find out what the longrange results of relief work are. At the same time
we observed current MCC activities and the state
of the world.
"As for the world, we found it has a case of
nerves. Sores, some red, some running, are all
over its body. Like the waves of the ocean, the
nations are in constant commotion, and it seems
the tides are running in the direction of apocalyptic destruction. Are these the 'last days'?
"As for present MCC activities, we have noticed
the trend toward self-help projects. Mass distributions and handouts are necessary in emergencies
and disasters, but when possible it is better to
help people to help themselves, and this is the
direction in which MCC is moving today.

"We have been deeply impressed in these travels
with the countless far-reaching contacts which the
present personnel of over 700 people and the four
million dollar budget make possible. Right now,
MCC is present in 35 countries of the world, and
workers and doctors and teachers and agriculturalists are being asked, 'Why did you come?
You didn't have to.'
"As for the long-range results of relief work, we
have found much lasting good that has come
down through the lapse of years. Candles that
were lighted still shine. Cases that illustrate the
permanent influence of relief work would fill a
book. Indeed, that is just what we are d o i n g filling a book—and it will take many months to
complete."
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